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nate ; and each man, be he attache or consul, knew that 1842-58 he could depend on his chiefs support even against the ~ Foreign Office itself. While thus just and staunch to all sub- ^T* 55~71 ordinates, he had his preferences. He was quick to form his impressions, and his first likings seldom changed. The ambassador's eye saw deeply into a man ; people used to say that he looked them through; and Titov the Russian minister remarked that this eye was its owner's chief enemy. Instead of the easy frank unsuspicious air which a diplomatist should employ when he wishes to lure his antagonist on to compromising revelations, Canning, said Titov, appeared to be gazing right into your soul, where he evidently expected to find something very disagreeable. This is the criticism of a friend and there is some truth in it. The Great Elchi was by nature or by force of circumstances over-apt to suspect insincerity and double-dealing, and his eye would sometimes betray him ; but that he could suppress the penetration of his glance when occasion demanded was frequently shewn, and notably at the famous conferences with Prince Menshikov. When circumstances required it he could become blind ; and when the Russian plenipotentiary once insulted him, he turned the matter over in his mind a moment, and, seeing that a quarrel was inexpedient, immediately became deaf.
This watchful air undoubtedly did him injury not only with opponents but with his official " family;" yet in the midst of the intrigues of Constantinople nothing was more natural. So much treachery had encircled him there from his youth up, that he needed a wary eye; and it is not always easy to change one's mental attitude to match one's surroundings. On his arrival in 1842 he took a step dictated partly by this feeling which brought him at once into disfavour with the staff. He had learnt before leaving England that one of the secretaries of the Embassy, when at another Court, had been guilty of some official indiscretion : it was said that he had disclosed information which ought never to have escaped from the archives. Determined that this should not occur under his rule, one of the first questions which he addressed to the staff, when they came to pay him their respects on board the man-of-war which brought him out,